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An Economic Study about the production and consumption of honey throughout the
world and in Libya during the period (1985-2004)

Dr. Mohamed Elhamady and Dr. Abdelbaset Hamuda
Summary
The main objective of this study is to investigate the mechanism of the
international honey market as well as the Libyan market by using an economic
analysis.
The results of this study can be summarized in the following points:
The trend analysis indicates that the world honey production has been

increasing with statistically significant annual rate at 11.967 thousand tones with a
significant increase of 1 % of the average honey production worldwide.
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The honey consumption has been increasing worldwide to reach 12.9283
thousand tones with a significant increase at 1.08 % of the average honey consumption
worldwide.

The study has shown that the honey consumption per person decreased to
reach (0.000768 Kg / Person), with a significant increase of 0.37 % of the average
annual individual consumption.

The domestic honey production has been increasing with statistically
significant annual rate at 4.317 tons. Whereas, the domestic honey consumption has
been increasing with statistically significant annual rate at 8.768 tons.

The results also indicate that the local production of this commodity cannot
satisfy the domestic consumption; this situation resulted in widening the food deficit
gap and increased dependency on imports.

The Libyan honey imports also have been increasing with statistically
significant annual rate at 4.21 tonnes during the study period. Therefore, it is very
important for the government to adopt programs and policies to develop and improve
honey productivity.
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